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Local fifth grade students learned about how water works 
with several hands-on activities.

Photo courtesy ESIA

 Tuesday 28 January 2020 B - Bishop, Big pine, round Valley, independence  l - lone pine   c - chalfanT Valley  s1 - dish   s2 - direcTV

 B L C S1 S2 5 pm 5:30 6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30
 2 2   2 2	 (KCBS) CBS 2 News at 5:00 CBS 2 News Evening News Once Upon Ent. Tonight NCIS “On Fire” FBI “Studio Gangster” FBI: Most Wanted “Caesar” CBS 2 News Late-Colbert
 4 4   4 3	 (KNBC) NBC 4 News at 5pm NBC 4 News Nightly News Ac. Hollywood All Access Ellen’s Game of Games Ellen’s Game of Games New Amsterdam NBC 4 News Tonight Show
 5 5 5   5	 (KTLA) The Steve Wilkos Show KTLA News at 6 KTLA News Two/Half Men Two/Half Men Arrow: Hitting the Bullseye Arrow “Fadeout” (:01) KTLA 5 News at 10 KTLA 5 News (:36) Friends
 6 50      	 (KOCE) Steves’ Europe Steves’ Europe PBS NewsHour SoCal Lost LA Finding Your Roots With Henry American Experience The work of Dr. Harvey Wiley. PBS SoCal Favorites
 7 7   7 7	 (KABC) Eyewitness News 5:00PM News World News Jeopardy! Wheel Fortune The Conners Bless This M. mixed-ish black-ish Emergence “Killshot Pt. 2” News Jimmy Kimmel
 8   19    	 (KOLO) KOLO 8 at 5pm KOLO 8  5:30 World News KOLO 8  6:30 Jeopardy! Wheel Fortune The Conners Bless This M. mixed-ish black-ish Emergence “Killshot Pt. 2” KOLO 8 at 11 Jimmy Kimmel
 9 9   9 9	 (KCAL) The People’s Court Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud KCAL 9 News at 8:00PM KCAL 9 News at 9:00PM KCAL 9 News Sports Central black-ish black-ish
 11 11     11	 (KTTV) Fox 11 Five O’Clock News Big Bang Dish Nation TMZ Extra The Resident “The Flea” 24 Hours to Hell and Back Fox 11 Ten O’Clock News Extra TMZ
   28   28 28	 (KCET) World News France 24 World News Samantha Br California’s Golden Parks SoCal Connect Lost LA The Victim Anna learns her fate. Resistance Amanpour and Company
     2    	 (KMGH) Denver 7 News The List The Conners Bless This M. mixed-ish black-ish Emergence “Killshot Pt. 2” Denver 7 News (:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! (:37) Nightline Inside Edition RightThisMinute
     4    	 (KUSA) 9News Next Ent. Tonight Ellen’s Game of Games Ellen’s Game of Games New Amsterdam 9News at 10pm Tonight Show-J. Fallon (:37) Late Night With Seth Meyers Late With Lilly
     7    	 (KCNC) CBS4 News at 6 CBS4 News NCIS “On Fire” FBI “Studio Gangster” FBI: Most Wanted “Caesar” News Late Show-Colbert Late Late Show/James Corden News Repeat

 23 602 8 140 206	 (ESPN) College Basketball Teams TBA. College Basketball Teams TBA. SportsCenter SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt SportsCenter SportsCenter
 24 603 15 144 209	 (ESPN2) College Basketball Teams TBA. 2020 Australian Open Tennis Men’s and Women’s Quarterfinals. From Melbourne, Australia. Now or Never Ariel Helwani’s
 25 772      	 (FXSP) Women’s College Basketball Texas at Oklahoma. PBA Bowling Oklahoma Open. From Shawnee, Okla. Motorcycle Race World Poker World Poker
 26 109 22 138 245	 (TNT) (4:30) NBA Basketball Boston Celtics at Miami Heat. NBA Basketball Los Angeles Clippers at Los Angeles Lakers. Inside the NBA NBA Basketball Boston Celtics at Miami Heat.
 27 113 13 139 247	 (TBS) American Dad American Dad Family Guy Family Guy Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Miracle Workers Conan Miracle Workers
 28 125   105 242	 (USA) Law & Order Law & Order: SVU (:35) ››› Iron Man (2008, Action) Robert Downey Jr., Terrence Howard. The Biggest Loser (:12) The Biggest Loser “Time for Change” (:24) Iron Man
 29 361   108 252	 (LIFE) King of Queens King of Queens ›› Aaliyah: The Princess of R&B (2014) Alexandra Shipp. ›› Madea’s Family Reunion (2006, Comedy) Tyler Perry. (:03) ›› Just Wright (2010) Queen Latifah, Common.
 30 362   109 253	 (LMN) A Stolen Life (2018, Suspense) Jessica Barth, Paris Smith. Secrets in a Small Town (2019) Kate Drummond, Rya Kihlstedt. A Stolen Life (2018, Suspense) Jessica Barth, Paris Smith. Secrets in a Small Town (2019)
 31 121 9 182 278	 (DISC) Moonshiners Moonshiners Moonshiners Moonshiners: Outlaw Cuts Moonshiners Guardians of the Glades Moonshiners
 32 251 26 183 280	 (TLC) Say Yes to the Dress My Big Fat Fabulous Life Whitney packs up and moves to Charlotte. My Big Fat Fabulous Life I Am Jazz “I Will Survive” My Big Fat Fabulous Life Whitney packs up and moves to Charlotte.
 33 253 24 184 282	 (AP) Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters (:01) Treehouse Masters: Branched Out “Treehouse-Doghouses” (:01) Barnwood Builders (:01) Barnwood Builders
 34 256   120 269	 (HIST) UFOs: Top Secret Evidence The Curse of Oak Island Oak Island: Drilling Down Oak Island: Digging Deeper The Curse of Oak Island (:03) Project Blue Book Oak Island: Drilling Down
 35 132 25 118 265	 (A&E) The First 48 The First 48 “Secrets and Lies” The First 48 The First 48 First 48: Shocking First 48: Shocking (:06) The First 48
 36 119     254	 (AMC) (3:30) ›››› Titanic (1997) Leonardo DiCaprio. A woman falls for an artist aboard the ill-fated ship. ››› Captain Phillips (2013, Docudrama) Tom Hanks, Catherine Keener, Barkhad Abdi. (:05) ›› Safe House (2012)
 37 790   132 256	 (TCM) ››› The Subject Was Roses (1968) Patricia Neal, Jack Albertson. (:15) ›› Psyche ’59 (1964, Drama) Curt Jurgens, Patricia Neal. ››› The Night Digger (1971, Horror) Patricia Neal, Pamela Brown. ››› The Rare Breed (1966)
 38 179   180 311	 (FREE) The Simpsons The Simpsons ›› The Notebook (2004) Ryan Gosling. A man tells a story to a woman about two lovers. ››› Matilda (1996, Children’s) Mara Wilson, Danny DeVito. The 700 Club
 39 303 17 173 291	 (DISN) (:05) Jessie (:35) Jessie Gabby Duran Raven’s Home Raven’s Home (:35) Bunk’d Bunk’d Gabby Duran Sydney-Max Just Roll With It Coop & Cami Sydney-Max (10:55) Bunk’d Gabby Duran
 41 326   176 296	 (TOON) Total Drama Total Drama Teen Titans Go! Teen Titans Go! Wrld, Gumball Wrld, Gumball Home Movies Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers Rick and Morty American Dad American Dad Family Guy
 42 451   112 229	 (HGTV) Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer Upper Fixer to Fabulous Fixer to Fabulous Rehab Addict Rehab Addict Bahamas Life Bahamas Life
 43 453   110 231	 (FOOD) Chopped “Take the Cake” Chopped Chopped “Game Day Party” Chopped “Tailgate Greats” Chopped Chopped “Game Day Party” Chopped “Tailgate Greats”
 44 129   137 248	 (FX) ›› Fast & Furious 6 (2013) Vin Diesel. Hobbs offers Dom and crew a full pardon for their help. ››› Baby Driver (2017, Action) Ansel Elgort, Kevin Spacey, Lily James. ››› Baby Driver (2017, Action) Ansel Elgort.
 48 152   122 244	 (SYFY) (4:35) ››› Star Trek (2009, Science Fiction) Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto. ››› Star Trek Beyond (2016, Science Fiction) Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto. (:05) ››› Doctor Strange (2016, Action) Benedict Cumberbatch.
 64 181   129 273	 (BRAVO) Below Deck Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Vanderpump Rules Watch What Vanderpump Rules Housewives/NJ
 65 135   114 236	 (E!) Kardashian Keeping Up With the Kardashians ›› Enough (2002, Suspense) Jennifer Lopez, Billy Campbell, Juliette Lewis. ›› Enough (2002, Suspense) Jennifer Lopez, Billy Campbell, Juliette Lewis. Nightly Pop
 66 165   204 246	 (TRUTV) Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers ›› The Longest Yard (2005) Adam Sandler, Chris Rock.
 67 255   215 277	 (TRAV) The Dead Files The Dead Files The Dead Files The Dead Files Steve witnesses a paranormal attack. The Dead Files Kindred Spirits
 69 560   260 372	 (TBN) Praise Joyce Meyer Living Proof Better Together Christine Caine Praise Joseph Prince Leading the Jay Sekulow Christine Caine Jewish Voice Stop the Pain
 70 567     374	 (BYU) Battle of- Ages Mom and Dad Best Cake Wins Culinary Genius Dinner Takes All Battle of- Ages Mom and Dad Best Cake Wins Culinary Genius Dinner Takes All Battle of- Ages Mom and Dad
 79 356   185 312	 (HALL) (4:00) Royal Matchmaker (2018) A Brush With Love (2019, Romance) Arielle Kebbel, Nick Bateman. Dater’s Handbook (2016) Kristoffer Polaha, Meghan Markle. Love Unleashed (2019, Romance) Jen Lilley, Christopher Russell.
 323 456 323 113 232	 (COOK) Brew & ’Que Brew & ’Que Brew & ’Que Brew & ’Que Man v. Food Man v. Food Man v. Food Man v. Food Brew & ’Que Brew & ’Que Brew & ’Que Brew & ’Que Man v. Food Man v. Food
   315   171 300	 (NICK) Loud House Loud House Loud House Loud House Casagrandes ››› How to Train Your Dragon (2010) Voices of Jay Baruchel, Gerard Butler. Friends Friends Friends (:35) Friends
   141   107 249	 (COM) (:10) The Office (:45) The Office (:15) The Office “Special Project” (6:50) The Office (:25) The Office The Office The Office Drunk History Drunk History Drunk History Drunk History The Daily Show Lights Out
   146 16 168 325	 (PARMT) Two/Half Men Two/Half Men Two/Half Men Two/Half Men Two/Half Men ›› Four Brothers (2005, Crime Drama) Mark Wahlberg, Tyrese Gibson. Ink Master “Battle Lines” ›› Four Brothers (2005)
   139   106  	 (TVL) (:12) M*A*S*H “The Sniper” Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Love-Raymond (:45) Everybody Loves Raymond Love-Raymond King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens

 Wednesday 29 January 2020 B - Bishop, Big pine, round Valley, independence  l - lone pine   c - chalfanT Valley  s1 - dish   s2 - direcTV

 B L C S1 S2 5 pm 5:30 6 pm 6:30 7 pm 7:30 8 pm 8:30 9 pm 9:30 10 pm 10:30 11 pm 11:30
 2 2   2 2	 (KCBS) CBS 2 News at 5:00 CBS 2 News Evening News Inside Edition Marriage Story Undercover Boss Criminal Minds “Ghost” S.W.A.T. “Ekitai Rashku” CBS 2 News Late-Colbert
 4 4   4 3	 (KNBC) NBC 4 News at 5pm NBC 4 News Nightly News Ac. Hollywood All Access Chicago Med Chicago Fire Chicago P.D. “False Positive” NBC 4 News Tonight Show
 5 5 5   5	 (KTLA) The Steve Wilkos Show KTLA News at 6 KTLA News Two/Half Men Two/Half Men Riverdale Nancy Drew KTLA 5 News Sports Final KTLA 5 News (:35) Friends
 6 50      	 (KOCE) Steves’ Europe Steves’ Europe PBS NewsHour Expedition With Steve Backshall Nature “The Cheetah Children” NOVA “The Planets: Ice Worlds” Expedition With Steve Backshall Earth’s Natural Wonders
 7 7   7 7	 (KABC) Eyewitness News 5:00PM News World News Jeopardy! Wheel Fortune The Goldbergs Schooled Modern Family Single Parents Royal Divide: Harry, Meghan, and News Jimmy Kimmel
 8   19    	 (KOLO) KOLO 8 at 5pm KOLO 8  5:30 World News KOLO 8  6:30 Jeopardy! Wheel Fortune The Goldbergs Schooled Modern Family Single Parents Royal Divide: Harry, Meghan, and KOLO 8 at 11 Jimmy Kimmel
 9 9   9 9	 (KCAL) The People’s Court Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud KCAL 9 News at 8:00PM KCAL 9 News at 9:00PM KCAL 9 News Sports Central black-ish black-ish
 11 11     11	 (KTTV) Fox 11 Five O’Clock News Big Bang Dish Nation TMZ Extra Harry & Meghan: The Last-Standing Outmatched Fox 11 Ten O’Clock News Extra TMZ
   28   28 28	 (KCET) World News France 24 World News Samantha Br California Gold California Gold No Passport Required “Houston” American Masters The Democracy Rebellion Amanpour and Company
     2    	 (KMGH) Denver 7 News The List The Goldbergs Schooled Modern Family Single Parents Royal Divide: Harry, Meghan, and Denver 7 News (:35) Jimmy Kimmel Live! (:37) Nightline Inside Edition RightThisMinute
     4    	 (KUSA) 9News Next Ent. Tonight Chicago Med Chicago Fire Chicago P.D. “False Positive” 9News at 10pm Tonight Show-J. Fallon (:37) Late Night With Seth Meyers Late With Lilly
     7    	 (KCNC) CBS4 News at 6 CBS4 News Undercover Boss Criminal Minds “Ghost” S.W.A.T. “Ekitai Rashku” News Late Show-Colbert Late Late Show/James Corden News Repeat

 23 602 8 140 206	 (ESPN) (4:30) NBA Basketball Detroit Pistons at Brooklyn Nets. NBA Basketball Houston Rockets at Portland Trail Blazers. SportsCenter With Scott Van Pelt SportsCenter SportsCenter
 24 603 15 144 209	 (ESPN2) College Basketball Teams TBA. 2020 Pro Bowl Skills Showdown 2020 Australian Open Tennis Women’s Semifinals. From Melbourne, Australia. NBA Basketball: Pistons at Nets
 25 772      	 (FXSP) PBA Bowling Oklahoma Open. Women’s College Basketball Kansas State at Kansas. Motorcycle Race PBA Bowling Oklahoma Open. From Shawnee, Okla. World Poker
 26 109 22 138 245	 (TNT) The Mummy ›› The Mummy Returns (2001, Adventure) Brendan Fraser, Rachel Weisz. All Elite Wrestling: Dynamite ›› Fist Fight (2017, Comedy) Charlie Day, Ice Cube, Tracy Morgan.
 27 113 13 139 247	 (TBS) American Dad Miracle Workers Family Guy Family Guy Seinfeld Seinfeld Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Full Frontal Conan Full Frontal
 28 125   105 242	 (USA) NCIS “Family First” NCIS “Rogue” NCIS “Being Bad” WWE NXT Miz & Mrs (:32) Miz & Mrs Modern Family Modern Family
 29 361   108 252	 (LIFE) Supernanny “Ostler Family” Married at First Sight “One Night Spouse” Married-Sight Married at First Sight Some couples get off to a rocky start. Supernanny “Garcia Family” (:03) Married at First Sight
 30 362   109 253	 (LMN) A Daughter’s Plan to Kill (2019, Drama) Claire Coffee, Matt Dallas. My Mom’s Darkest Secrets (2020, Drama) Nia Roam, Laurie Fortier. A Daughter’s Plan to Kill (2019, Drama) Claire Coffee, Matt Dallas. My Mom’s Darkest Secrets (2020)
 31 121 9 182 278	 (DISC) Alaskan Bush People Alaskan Bush People Alaskan Bush: Off Grid Alaskan Bush People (:01) Alaskan Bush People (:01) Alaskan Bush People (:01) Alaskan Bush People
 32 251 26 183 280	 (TLC) (4:00) My 600-Lb. Life My 600-Lb. Life “J.T.’s Story” J.T. is almost 900lbs. My 600-Lb. Life “Gina’s Story” 1000-lb Sisters My Feet Are Killing Me
 33 253 24 184 282	 (AP) I Was Prey “Deadly Decision” I Was Prey “Nowhere to Hide” I Was Prey “Alone in the Wild” (:01) I Was Prey: Under Attack “Don’t Close Your Eyes” (:01) I Was Prey “20-Foot Terror” (:01) I Was Prey “Silent Scream”
 34 256   120 269	 (HIST) Counting Cars Forged in Fire: Cutting Deeper Forged in Fire: Cutting Deeper “Viking Weapons” Vikings “Resurrection” Forged in Fire: Cutting Deeper
 35 132 25 118 265	 (A&E) PD Cam PD Cam PD Cam PD Cam PD Cam PD Cam PD Cam PD Cam America’s Top Dog Live PD: Patrol Live PD: Patrol PD Cam PD Cam
 36 119     254	 (AMC) ››› Captain Phillips (2013, Docudrama) Tom Hanks, Catherine Keener, Barkhad Abdi. ››› I Am Legend (2007, Science Fiction) Will Smith, Alice Braga. (:05) ›› The Punisher (2004, Action) Thomas Jane, John Travolta.
 37 790   132 256	 (TCM) ››› Our Dancing Daughters (1928, Drama) (:45) Why Be Good? (1929, Comedy) Neil Hamilton. (:15) ››› Thoroughly Modern Millie (1967, Musical Comedy) Julie Andrews, Mary Tyler Moore. ››› It (1927) Clara Bow.
 38 179   180 311	 (FREE) The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons The Simpsons ››› Matilda (1996, Children’s) Mara Wilson, Danny DeVito. Party of Five “Rafa” Good Trouble “Daylight” The 700 Club
 39 303 17 173 291	 (DISN) (:05) Jessie (:35) Jessie Gabby Duran Raven’s Home Raven’s Home (:35) Bunk’d Bunk’d Gabby Duran Sydney-Max Just Roll With It Coop & Cami Sydney-Max (10:55) Bunk’d Gabby Duran
 41 326   176 296	 (TOON) Total Drama Total Drama Teen Titans Go! Teen Titans Go! Wrld, Gumball Wrld, Gumball Home Movies Bob’s Burgers Bob’s Burgers Rick and Morty American Dad American Dad Family Guy Family Guy
 42 451   112 229	 (HGTV) Property Brothers: Buying Property Brothers: Buying Property Brothers: Buying Property Brothers: Forever Home Property Brothers: Forever Home Hunters Int’l House Hunters Beach Bargain Beach Bargain
 43 453   110 231	 (FOOD) Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games Guy’s Grocery Games
 44 129   137 248	 (FX) Fast-Furious 6 ›› Terminator Genisys (2015) Arnold Schwarzenegger, Jason Clarke, Emilia Clarke. ›› Jurassic World (2015, Adventure) Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard. ›› Jurassic World (2015) Chris Pratt.
 48 152   122 244	 (SYFY) ››› Star Trek Beyond (2016, Science Fiction) Chris Pine, Zachary Quinto. ››› Doctor Strange (2016, Action) Benedict Cumberbatch, Chiwetel Ejiofor. The Magicians The Magicians
 64 181   129 273	 (BRAVO) Housewives/NJ Housewives/NJ Housewives/NJ Housewives/NJ Watch What Summer House Housewives/NJ The Biggest Loser
 65 135   114 236	 (E!) Keeping Up With the Kardashians Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows The Frasers Nightly Pop Botched Botched
 66 165   204 246	 (TRUTV) Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Inside Jokes Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers
 67 255   215 277	 (TRAV) Monsters and Mysteries Paranormal Caught on Camera Paranormal Caught on Camera Paranormal Caught on Camera Paranormal Caught on Camera Paranormal Caught on Camera Paranormal Caught on Camera
 69 560   260 372	 (TBN) Turning Point Gaither Gospel Stop the Pain Gospel Worship Music, Moments Main Stage Steven Furtick Stop the Pain Joseph Prince Access 360 GregLaurie.TV Light Comes Bethel-Heaven Music, Moments
 70 567     374	 (BYU) Random Acts Making Good Story Trek- Tr. Kindness The Fixers Random Acts Making Good Story Trek- Tr. Kindness The Fixers Random Acts Making Good
 79 356   185 312	 (HALL) (4:00) Flip That Romance (2019) Hearts of Winter (2020, Romance) Rukiya Bernard, Victor Webster. Anything for Love (2016, Romance) Erika Christensen, Paul Greene. Very, Very Valentine (2018) Danica McKellar, Cameron Mathison.
 323 456 323 113 232	 (COOK) Man Fire Food Man Fire Food Man Fire Food “In the Pits” Delicious Delicious Delicious Delicious Man Fire Food Man Fire Food Man Fire Food “In the Pits” Delicious Delicious
   315   171 300	 (NICK) Loud House Loud House Loud House Loud House Casagrandes ›› Cheaper by the Dozen (2003) Steve Martin, Bonnie Hunt. Friends Friends Friends Friends (:35) Friends
   141   107 249	 (COM) (:10) South Park (:45) South Park (:15) South Park Animated. Idol. South Park (:25) South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park South Park Awkwafina The Daily Show Lights Out
   146 16 168 325	 (PARMT) Two/Half Men Two/Half Men Two/Half Men Two/Half Men ›› Shooter (2007, Suspense) Mark Wahlberg, Michael Peña, Danny Glover. 68 Whiskey “Daddy Issues” ›› Shooter (2007)
   139   106  	 (TVL) M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Andy Griffith Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens King of Queens
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Bishop, 
Mammoth 
Lakes fifth-
grade students 
participate in 
SnowSchool

By John Kelly
Education Manager, ESIA

For the last five years, 
the Eastern Sierra 
Interpretive Association 
(ESIA) and Friends of the 
Inyo have provided instruc-
tors who deliver the Winter 
Wildlands Alliance’s 
SnowSchool to local fifth 
grade students in Bishop 
and Mammoth Lakes. The 
SnowSchool program aims 
to create connections 
between fifth grade stu-
dents and our winter envi-
ronment. During 
SnowSchool, students learn 
about topics from hydrol-
ogy, winter ecology, snow 
science, to winter recre-
ation.

The program is divided 
into sessions, allowing 
instructors to meet with 
the students three times 
over the course of the 
school year. In the first ses-
sion, students receive in-
class lessons about water 
and how it affects their 

environment. The second 
session allows students to 
review the first lesson and 
learn how to calculate snow 
water equivalent. The final 
session takes students 
from the classroom to the 
mountains for a SnowSchool 
field day. Once firmly in 
snowshoes, the students 
learn about snow science 
hands-on and get a chance 
to play in the snow.   

During the in-class ses-
sion, students participate 
in three activities relating 
to watersheds, the water 
cycle, and winter ecology. 
In the first activity, stu-
dents create their own 
watershed, using tables 
and chairs to make moun-
tains and hills. They place 
a large plastic tarp over 
their watershed and are 
given spray bottles to spray 
the tarp in order to repli-
cate a rainstorm. Students 
observe the drops of water 
collecting and flowing 
down folds and creases in 
the tarp, seeing firsthand 
how streams, creeks, 
ponds, and lakes form. The 
process they observe in 
this model mirrors what 
occurs on a much larger 
scale in the watershed they 
live in. Next, the students 
conduct the same experi-
ment, but add food color-
ing and glitter to the water-
shed before they spray it 

with water. The food color-
ing and glitter represent 
different, pollutants that 
might enter the watershed, 
and students can observe 
how the pollutants move 
and collect in different 
bodies of water. 

For the second in-class 
activity, students focus on 
the water cycle by taking 
on the role of a water mol-
ecule and experiencing its 
journey firsthand. Students 
break up into different sta-
tions. Each station repre-
sents a destination a water 
molecule might end up, 
such as a lake, river, cloud, 
glacier, ocean, in the 
groundwater, on the soil 
surface, or in a plant or 
animal. At each station the 
students roll a six-sided die 
that lets them know where 
to go next. For instance, at 
the cloud station, a water 
molecule might fall from 
the cloud as precipitation 
to a glacier, lake, ocean, 
river, or the soil surface – 
or maybe that water mole-
cule stays in the atmo-
sphere to form another 
cloud. As they move from 
station to station, they 
keep track of where they 
have been and at the end 
of the game, they share 
their journey as a water 
molecule. Because of the 
randomness of the roll of 
the die, each student’s 

journey is unique. This 
game shows students how 
water moves through the 
earth, oceans, and atmo-
sphere, and gives them a 
better understanding of 
the water cycle.

For the final in-class 
activity, students learn 
about winter ecology and 
how animals adapt for the 
winter. Using Play-Doh, 
they create fictional ani-
mals that have their own 
winter adaptations. Some 
creations in past 
SnowSchools had skis for 
feet to move more easily 
on the snow and shovels 
for hands for better bur-
rowing ability. When every-
one is finished, each stu-
dent shares their creation 
with the class, explaining 
their creature’s name and 
its adaptations to help it 
survive in the winter. This 
activity encourages the stu-
dents to think critically 
about advantages that help 
animals survive tough win-
ter conditions and to reflect 
on how animals change 
their behaviors in the win-
ter as well.

All these activities with-
in the first session help 
students understand the 
importance of water and 
how it moves through the 
environment around us, 
the importance of snow 
pack, and how animals 

SnowSchool offered to local students

adapt to the winter. When 
the third session comes in 
the spring, students go up 
into the mountains on 
snowshoes and experience 
the watershed and the 
water-cycle directly. They 
get to participate in activi-
ties such as building and 

analyzing a snow pit, test-
ing the water content of 
the snow, looking at snow 
crystals, and playing games 
related to winter ecology. 
Overall, SnowSchool offers 
fun, memorable, and valu-
able lessons in natural sci-
ence to local students. 


