
  

Fieldwork 
3-4 days a week, staff are conducting dispersed camping surveys, collecting
trash, sweeping out vehicle tracks, and monitoring the Alabama Hills. 
BLM staff has been working hard to finalize the designated campsites. We
have less than 10 sites to sign. There has been a lot of rocking moving around
which will make virtual mulching and planting easier and more protected. With
the hot weather, it has been challenging to work outside but the staff is still
removing fire rings and ash as well as planting vertical mulch. We are hopefully
to have everything signed and blocked off with large boulders by October 1st!
Summer rain in the region has seen an influx of flowers blooming. 

Planting Vertical Mulch Restoration at Pullout Site



Behind the Scenes 
Interpretive signs and brochures are being created and worked on
collaboratively between the BLM staff, ESIA, AHSG, and other interested
parties. 
Staff is working on organizing stewardship projects with various organizations
to help implement the management plan.
An Alabama Hills Kid Activity Page has been created to better connect children
to the Alabama Hills. The page has 3 activities that emphasize Leave No Trace
practices and cover desert plant and animal adaptations. These pages have
been distributed to the local visitor centers and will be used at tabling and
outreach events.

August Visitation
Vehicle and foot traffic was captured using an automatic, stationary sensor. Please
note that some years have more complete data than others. Where there is incomplete
data, the program may estimates based on past data.

Whitney Portal Entrance Station: 1371
North Entrance: 1671
Arch Trail Foot Traffic: 322
Chicken Ranch: 8







Upcoming BLM Events
September 20th-21st- Milestar and TreadLightly will be collaborating with the
BLM on a stewardship project. This year, we plan on having this group install
signs, plant vertical mulch, and dismantle fire rings. If interested in
volunteering, please email savanna@esiaonline. 
Happening in the Hills will occur in Mid October, date and time TBD.

Upcoming Special Recreation Permit Events
Oct 6th-9th- Lone Pine Film Festival. This weekend event will include film tours
in the Alabama Hills.
Oct 13th-16th- Bama Dayz, Golden State Climbing Guides. The event will
include 3 days of climbing in the Alabama Hills and 3 nights of camping at the
Mount Whitney Climbing Ranch.
Oct 15th- John Wayne Grit Series Run, 10K and a Half Marathon Run. 

Past Events
August 2nd, 2022- The Gem and Mineral
Society of Lone Pine, AHSG, and the BLM
met to discuss possible sign installation for
recreational mining. A traffic counter was
installed to see how much vehicle traffic
Chicken Ranch gets.
August 22nd, 2022- The BLM Artist in
Residency (AiR)- Heather Heckel
showcased her art after a week in the
Alabama Hills and held a watercolor
workshop. Check Heather's website to see
her interpretation of the Alabama Hills.

Staffing
The BLM Recreation Department has 4 permanent and 2 seasonal team
members that patrol the Alabama Hills and other BLM-managed lands.
ESIA has Savanna as an Interpretive Specialist who patrols Alabama Hills 3-4
days a week.    

Outreach
Eastern Sierra Interpretive Association (ESIA) continues to post
informational, educational, and responsible recreation messaging on its social
media pages. More material is forthcoming about continued changes, Leave
No Trace messaging, and educational material. Check out
their Instagram and Facebook page.
Follow the Bureau of Land Management- California Facebook page for
information about California Public Lands, including the Alabama Hills!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama_Hills
https://mtwhitneyclimbingranch.com/
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/alabama-hills-artist-residency-showcase-be-held-july-1
https://heatherheckel.com/residencies.html
https://heatherheckel.com/residencies.html
https://www.instagram.com/esiaonline/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/ESIAONLINE
https://fr-ca.facebook.com/blmcalifornia/


Alabama Hills Stewardship Group also has a Facebook page to follow.
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